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In Mombasa maths, 
we used various 
activities to learn 
how to compare 
numbers. We 
played a grab, count 
and compare game 
where we used sen-
tence stems to help 
us explain the com-
parison of numbers 
and also used uno 
cards to see if they 
were greater than, 
less than or equal to 
each other, using 
the mathematical 
symbols. Great 
Maths Mombasa ! 

We have had another extremely busy this week as we approach the half term break.  This week we have been cele-

brating Earth Science Week where the children have been learning about Antarctica and what we can do to continue 

to protect it.  The children have been learning about the conservation work currently happening for this vast wilder-

ness and what is going to happen in 2041 when the Antarctic Treaty ends.   

This week, we have had a number of children representing our school in events across the city.  Some Year 4 children 

visited the National Marine Aquarium yesterday for the annual STEMFEST workshop.  The children had an opportunity 

to learn about the work of a paleontologist and how they can gather information from fossils.  The children thoroughly 

enjoyed the trip and have been invited back later in the year to create their design and present it to the other schools 

involved.  The children were great ambassadors for the school and we are very proud of their hard work.  

Children in KS2 are currently involved with a project with The Box, Plymouth.  On Wednesday, they visited The Box to 

look at the art exhibition as part of a national-wide art project.  The children also visited KARST Gallery on Thursday, 

where they explored the art work on display and created their own Zine (a mini magazine) taking inspiration from the 

art work from the two day visit.  Some of the children’s work will be display in The Box at the end of the project.  Next 

week, a visitor from The Box will be coming in to complete an school-based art day at Weston Mill with these children.  

We can’t wait to see what they create! 

Some of our year 5 children went to a Playleader workshop at The Life Centre to support with playtimes at school.  We 

are very much looking forward to developing our playground areas with their support over the academic year.  

Finally, we would like to thank parents for their continued support and involvement with the activities in school this 

term.  Next week, we have Santiago’s Celebration of Learning and Mombasa’s parent reading session.   Keep up to 

date with school events on our Facebook page and we look forward to seeing may children this afternoon at the first 

PTFA Disco of the year! 

Mrs Catherwood  (Acting Head of School) 



In PE Year 3 have been learning about 
shapes.  They enjoyed using the gym equip-
ment and carefully practising their shapes 

Weekly attendance for 10th—14th Oct 2022 

 

The UK Government expectation is 96%. We are striving for children to achieve this as there is a direct link be-

tween attendance and achievement . 

This week’s winners are :   

                                                                                  

LONDON 95 % 

NAIROBI 93% 

MOMBASA 92.5% 

CAPE TOWN 96% 

SAN FRANCISCO 88.8% 

TOKYO 90.6% 

SANTIAGO 94.6% 

CANBERRA 88.5% 

DUBAI 91.1% 

OSLO 92% 

Year 4 attended STEMFest this week! Arriving at 10am and full of excitement to enter STEMFEST. First they met their 
guide, who discussed the fish living in the tanks before moving on to learn about renewable energy. Then they saw a 
small golden boat that will be used to measure the temperature of the Atlantic Ocean. The children then explored how a 
voltammeter and sensor could measure ocean temperature and then discussed how they could change the temperature 
themselves by blowing into it and then made wind to see if we could make our boats travel. The children then met 
George who explained about the work of a climate palaeontologist. The children then explored if fossils could be used to 
identify what climate would have been like millions of years ago before exploring the difference between climate and 
weather and looking through microscopes to see fossils. The children finished by taking part in a Barbican Theatre work-
shop where they tried to make ocean style music. 



 

The children in years 1 & 2 will be making their own picnic on Monday 17th October, Could they please bring in a 

teddy bear to enjoy the picnic with.  

NETHERCOTT FARM  -  YEAR 4 

Deposits for this trip can be made on 15th Oct via Parent Pay. There are still 

spaces available if you wish your child to attend. Paying your deposit will se-

cure a place based on a first come first served basis. 

Please speak to the office if you require any further    information. 

Thank you. 

OPEN SCHOOL 

 

Is your child due to start school in 2023 or are 

they turning 3 soon and you are looking at nursery 

provision? 

 

Tuesday 1st November 2022 at 

3.30pm. 

 

We would like to welcome parents & carers to 

come in and have a look around our school. 

Please email  

westonmill.desk@discoverymat.co.uk to reserve 

your space. 



School Uniform Reminder  

Please send your child in the correct uniform as outlined in the School Uniform Policy on our 

website. Children should wear grey trousers, skirt/pinafore or shorts not leggings. 

 

Please remember that flat, sensible, safe, black shoes (no trainers) should be worn.   

 

Hairclips and headbands should be plain and should not cause obstruction to anyone’s 

learning, or cause distraction to any learner.  

 

Children need to have their PE kit in school, as they will change in school for PE sessions.  

Please ensure that PE kit is as outlined in the uniform policy. 

 

Jewellery 

Children may not wear jewellery to school at any time (except for small studs, which must be 

5mm in diameter or smaller, and watches) other than for religious or cultural reasons. Chil-

dren in Foundation may not wear earrings in view of the physical aspects of their learning. 

 

“For health and safety reasons, all pupils are required to remove earrings during PE     

lessons.” 

 

StreetSafe is a pilot service for anyone to anonymously tell us about public 

places where you have felt or feel unsafe, because of environmental issues, 

e.g. street lighting, abandoned   buildings or vandalism and/or because of some 

behaviours, e.g. being followed or verbally abused.  

StreetSafe 
Want to improve the safety of our local area? If you feel unsafe in any area in    Plymouth 

please use this website to report it: 
 StreetSafe | Police.uk (www.police.uk) 

Pre-Loved Uniform Shop 

 

We all know how quickly children outgrow school uniform and that often families 

have items that have hardly been worn but no longer fit. It seems a real shame 

that these clothes either go to a recycle bank or simply get thrown away. 

We have introduced a Pre-Loved school uniform system in our school. Donated 

items are available to families throughout the year and will, we hope, make sure 

that children get the best wear out of school uniform.  If you have items of school 

uniform that your child has grown out of but are still in good condition, please 

send them into school clean. Coats and shoes will also be welcomed. 

Thank you to those that have donated already! 

https://www.police.uk/streetsafe


  

Wed 7th Sep 2022 

Mon 24th - Fri 28th Oct 

Fri 25th Nov 

Mon 19th Dec 2022 - Mon 2nd Jan 2023 

Mon 13th Feb - Fri 17th Feb 

Mon 20th Feb 

Mon 3rd April - Fri 14th April 

Mon 1st May 

Mon 29th May - Fri 2nd Jun 

Fri 23rd Jun 

Wed 26th July 

  

2022/2023 TERM starts 

HALF TERM 

Non-Pupil Day 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 

Half Term 

Non-Pupil Day 

EASTER HOLIDAYS 

Bank Holiday 

HALF TERM 

Non-Pupil Day 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS START 







Online Safety 
 
It has been brought to our attention that a character named ‘Huggy Wuggy’ is being viewed by children online, 
some as young as reception. The character can easily be viewed on YouTube, Roblox and TikTok and is a teddy 
bear with razor sharp teeth that sings songs about hugging whilst including inappropriate content. In one of the 
videos the bear asks the viewer to take their last breath. 
 
It is a very deceiving character, as hugs should be seen as something kind and loving and, because of its name is 
able to infiltrate firewalls and filters and is even accessible on YouTube for Kids.  
 
Please be vigilant around what your child is watching. Please see below a parent/carer guide from National Online 
Safety regarding 'upsetting content' which may be useful. 





Using praise, encouragement and rewards to change behaviour 
 
Children are more likely to repeat behaviour that earns praise or encouragement. This means you can use 
praise and encouragement to change difficult behaviour and replace it with desirable behaviour. 
The first step is to watch for times when your child behaves in positive ways, or makes an effort. When you 
see this, immediately get your child’s attention and tell your child exactly what you liked – for example, ‘I liked 
how you waited your turn to play with that toy. Well done’ or ‘You’re working so hard at your practice. I think 
you’ll be great in the match!’ 
At first, you can praise every time you see the behaviour or effort. When it happens more often, you can 
praise or encourage it less. 
Rewards can make praise and encouragement work better. When you praise or encourage your 
child’s behaviour and then reward it, the behaviour is more likely to happen again. 
It’s best not to overuse rewards. If you need to use them a lot, it might help to rethink the situation. Are there 
any other strategies that you could try to encourage the behaviour you want? Or is the task or behaviour too 
hard for your child right now? 
 
Encouragement: praise for effort 

Encouragement is praise for effort – for example, ‘You worked hard on that maths homework – well done’. 
Praising effort can motivate your child and encourage them to try hard in the future. 
You can also use encouragement before your child does something. For example, ‘Show me how well you 
can put your toys away’ or ‘I know you’re nervous about the test, but you’ve studied hard. No matter how it 
turns out, you’ve done your best’. 
Some children, especially those who are less confident than others, need more encouragement than others. 
When praise is focused on effort, children are more likely to see trying hard as a good thing in itself. They’re 
also more likely to keep trying and to be optimistic when they face challenges. 
raisingchildren.net.au 


