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What another great week we have had at Weston Mill!  

At Weston Mill, our learning focuses on developing STEM skills in everything we do.  Year 6 and Year 3 demonstrated collab-

oration this week as Year 6 helped Year 3 with their Computing skills.  Foundation and Nursery visited Ham Woods last 

week, where they used their inquiry and observation skills to learn more about the local area.  We encourage our children to 

think about their STEM skills and talk about how they have helped them with their learning throughout the school day.  Why 

not talk with your child about what they have been learning at school and which STEM Skills they have used this week?  
 

This week, you may have noticed some new faces around school.  We welcome Natalie Fogg as our new school receptionist, 

who will be working in the school office, and Maggie Antell who will be our new Family Support Worker.  We are delighted 

to have them join the team at Weston Mill.   
  

We have included key Christmas dates in our newsletter this week.  Please add these to your calendar as there is plenty go-

ing on for the whole family at the end of this term.  There will be more information sent out next week about the Foundation 

Nativity, the School and our Discovery MAT Carol events.  This information will be sent home via letters from school next 

week.   

We hope you all have a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing you all next week!  

Mrs Catherwood 

Acting Head of School 

Weekly attendance for  21st –24th Nov 2022 

 

The UK Government expectation is 96%. We are striving for children to achieve this as there is a direct link be-

tween attendance and achievement . 

This week’s winners are :  Mombasa Class with 95.5% attendance and Santiago Class with 90.4%.   

                                                                                  

LONDON 82.6% 

NAIROBI 87.5% 

MOMBASA 95.5% 

CAPE TOWN 92.% 

SAN FRANCISCO 78.1% 

TOKYO 73.8% 

SANTIAGO 90.4% 

CANBERRA 86.8% 

DUBAI 87% 

OSLO 90% 

STEM Skills 

 

 
Problem Solving 

 

 
Creativity 

 

 
Inquiry Skills 

 

 
Observation 

 

 
Flexibility 

 

 
Collaboration 



 

 The foundation and nursery children had a fantastic time being woodland explorers! They 
jumped in muddy puddles, spotted wildlife and collected natural objects to complete art-
work back at school. The children also used 
their senses to see what they could hear, see 

 

Last week, Year 6 volunteers came to help Year 3 log onto the Chromebooks. It was fan-
tastic to see how Year 6 supported and helped the younger children, especially when 



 

KS2 CRICKET SESSIONS 

 

Key Stage 2 will be partaking in weekly cricket sessions 
this term.  

Please ensure all children have their kit in school each 
Monday. 

  
November 

29th November – Nairobi Class (Year 1, Mrs Tremayne) Celebration of Learning at 2:15pm 

 

December  

2nd December – Canberra Class (Year 5, Miss Carpenter) Class assembly at 2:30pm  

12th December – Stay and Code – whole school 

12th December – Trust Christmas Event (more information to follow) 

13th December – Plymouth and London Class Christmas Come and Play at 2:00pm  

13th December – Foundation Nativity performance at 9:15am  

14th December – Christingle – Christmas Carol Concert @ 4pm  

15th December – Christmas Lunch  

15th December – Christmas Fayre at 2:00pm  

16th December – Christmas Jumper Day  

WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK 

 

Please follow us on our  

Facebook page - Weston Mill 

Community Primary 

 

You can also check our website for  

latest news, dates and letters. 

Y6 Swimming 

 

Next week, our Y6’s begin their Swimming sessions. Please 
ensure they come to school each morning with their swim-
ming items and any spare clothing you feel they may need. 

Please also ensure they come to school wearing a coat. 

Thank you 



 

Meet our new Family Support Worker 
 

Hello! My name is Maggie Antell, and I am the new Family Support Worker in the school. My role in 

school is to support families through times where they feel additional help is needed. I am to support 

families through a range of difficulties, and I wish for the best outcome for all involved. I can assist with 

worries around the children, and I am also here to support parents through those tricky times. I am a 

resource open to everyone and please feel free to contact me anytime to book a meeting or just to 

have a general chat, I am here to support you!  

I will be hosting a coffee morning in the library on Friday 2nd December at 9am. Please feel free to 

come along and I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible.  

A little bit about me… 

I have almost completed my teacher training at Plymouth University. Throughout my time completing 

my degree, I have worked in many schools both in and out of the city. In my down time, I like to 

spend time with my friends and family, and I also love to bake. This is great for those I live with as they 

get freshly made cookies and cakes all the time. My partner and I also have guinea pigs, we find them 

great company and they are very happy having a constant supply of lettuce and green beans.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss anything you wish. 

Feel free to contact me via the school office on 01752 365250 or 

email me at m.antell@discoverymat.co.uk. 

I look forward to meeting you soon.  

Come along and meet Maggie our new Family Support Worker next Friday, 2nd December at 9am in 

the school library.   Please arrive through the library door under the canopy.  We look forward to see-

ing you then.    



 

Our PTFA are busy preparing for our Christmas events to raise funds for the school.  If you are interest-

ed in joining the PTFA, please contact the school office on 01752 365250 or email                             

westonmill.desk@discoverymat.co.uk for more information.   

We are always looking for more volunteers to support us with events for the children and bring our 

school community together.   Our PTFA usually meet once a month to discuss and plan for school 

events, but we are grateful of any time that you could spare to support us at school.   

Monday 12th December: Discovery MAT Carol Concert @ 6pm (More information to be shared 

next week.)  

Tuesday 13th December: Foundation (Nursery and Reception) Nativity performance for parents @ 

9:30am in the school hall.    

Wednesday 14th December: Whole School Carol Concert @ 4:30pm (More information to be 

shared next week.) 

Thursday 15th December:  School Christmas Lunch and Christmas Fayre at 2pm.  

Friday 16th December: Christmas Jumper Day 



School Uniform Reminder  

Please send your child in the correct uniform as outlined in the School Uniform Policy on our 

website. Children should wear grey trousers, skirt/pinafore or shorts not leggings. 

 

Please remember that flat, sensible, safe, black shoes (no trainers) should be worn.   

 

Hairclips and headbands should be plain and should not cause obstruction to anyone’s 

learning, or cause distraction to any learner.  

 

Children need to have their PE kit in school, as they will change in school for PE sessions.  

Please ensure that PE kit is as outlined in the uniform policy. 

 

Jewellery 

Children may not wear jewellery to school at any time (except for small studs, which must be 

5mm in diameter or smaller, and watches) other than for religious or cultural reasons. Chil-

dren in Foundation may not wear earrings in view of the physical aspects of their learning. 

 

“For health and safety reasons, all pupils are required to remove earrings during PE     

lessons.” 

 

StreetSafe is a pilot service for anyone to anonymously tell us about public 

places where you have felt or feel unsafe, because of environmental issues, 

e.g. street lighting, abandoned   buildings or vandalism and/or because of some 

behaviours, e.g. being followed or verbally abused.  

StreetSafe 
Want to improve the safety of our local area? If you feel unsafe in any area in    Plymouth 

please use this website to report it: 
 StreetSafe | Police.uk (www.police.uk) 

Pre-Loved Uniform Shop 

 

We all know how quickly children outgrow school uniform and that often families 

have items that have hardly been worn but no longer fit. It seems a real shame 

that these clothes either go to a recycle bank or simply get thrown away. 

We have introduced a Pre-Loved school uniform system in our school. Donated 

items are available to families throughout the year and will, we hope, make sure 

that children get the best wear out of school uniform.  If you have items of school 

uniform that your child has grown out of but are still in good condition, please 

send them into school clean. Coats and shoes will also be welcomed. 

Thank you to those that have donated already! 

https://www.police.uk/streetsafe


Reading at Home 

This term we are focusing on improving reading across the school.  An important part of learning to read 

and building reading fluency is practise.  Each week, your child will bring home their Accelerated Reading 

book or their RWI book to read at home.  They will also have their Reading Record to be completed 

once they have read with an adult at home.  Here are some of the ways reading at home can develop a 

love of reading and build your child’s reading fluency.   

At Weston Mill we teach early reading using RWI.  Below we have some more information about how your child will learn 

to read at school and information on how to listen to your child read and support their reading practise.    





 


