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Newsletter 10th November 2023 

 We have had another very busy week, this week.  The children created a class wreath for remembrance and Mrs Sea-
man and Mrs Triscott have been helping the children paint their pebbles to create our poppy display.  This morning, 
the children learnt about the important of Armistice Day and participated in a minutes silence after laying their 
wreaths.  The wreaths have been displayed in the school windows to share with parents.  

 

From Monday, the school library will be open from 8:40am for children in Key Stage 1 to come in and read with their 
parents until 8:55am.  The children will have the opportunity to change their reading for pleasure book to continue to 
promote a love of reading for our children.  We are hoping to open this up to children in Key Stage 2 later in the 
year.  We look forward to seeing you on Monday morning.  We kindly ask that parents arrive through the library door 
with their children in the morning.   

 

Later this month, we have our next Parent Forum Meeting on 28th November at 2pm.  We are always looking to gather 
parent feedback and would really appreciate you taking the time to complete a short survey using the link below.  The 
results of this survey will be discussed at the next parent forum meeting, along with a review from the previous 
meeting.  If you are unable to attend, but would like to raise an item for the agenda, please email weston-
mill.desk@discoverymat.co.uk.   

I hope you all have a lovely weekend.  

Mrs Kathryn Catherwood 

Head of School  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=F832JFdOpU6VSvFGTtnRUPU__jLCo7JIuDzKGRip5eRUQVpHVFVIVTFXQjZaREs2MDg1QV
M5TUw0WC4u   

Children in Need – Coffee, Cake and Calculate Event 

On Friday 17th November we are holding a maths themed Children in Need event. 
From 2 pm, parents are invited into school to sample and enjoy our Coffee, Cake 
and How We Calculate Workshop. After this session, parents will be able to go 
into classes and join their children applying their calculation skills to solve prob-
lems. After the event, at 3pm, parents present are welcome to take children 
home. For all others, normal end of day dismissal procedures will be at 3:15pm.  

We hope you will join us for a great, fun, informative and mathematical after-
noon.  

Mr Mann 

mailto:westonmill.desk@discoverymat.co.uk
mailto:westonmill.desk@discoverymat.co.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=F832JFdOpU6VSvFGTtnRUPU__jLCo7JIuDzKGRip5eRUQVpHVFVIVTFXQjZaREs2MDg1QVM5TUw0WC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=F832JFdOpU6VSvFGTtnRUPU__jLCo7JIuDzKGRip5eRUQVpHVFVIVTFXQjZaREs2MDg1QVM5TUw0WC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=F832JFdOpU6VSvFGTtnRUPU__jLCo7JIuDzKGRip5eRUQVpHVFVIVTFXQjZaREs2MDg1QVM5TUw0WC4u


FAMILY SUPPORT ADVISOR 

ZOE LAVERS 





A short police community survey, which we would like the local community  to com-
plete to see what they would like the police to prioritise, and what issues they have in 

the area. 

 

You can use this link – https://t.co/vkAN6vZRit  

 

OR scan the QR code –  

 

 

 

 

We are excited to share that we are in the process of revamping our weekly spellings! Over the 

next week, children will bring home usernames and passwords for our new scheme: Spelling 

Shed. They will be able to access fun and engaging games online to practise their weekly spellings. 

Please be reassured that a paper copy of the week’s spellings will also be sent home. Spellings will 

still be tested weekly. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s 

teacher.  

Spelling Shed - Spelling Shed - The Science of Spelling 

https://t.co/vkAN6vZRit
https://www.spellingshed.com/en-gb


Discovery MAT is keen to further our practice regarding Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI). As part of this we are 
currently working towards  

an EDI Quality Mark and would appreciate some parental engagement. If you would like to be part of this process 
please email our Trust Inclusion Lead 

L.cooper-smith@discoverymat.co.uk. 

Bookstart Toddler and Pre-schooler | BookTrust 
  
Tea and Talk  - FREE EVENT 
Monday 6 November – parents/carers or employees can drop in be-
tween 1 – 4pm to our adult education hub at Hyde Park House Mutley 
to speak to a Learning Advisor about upskilling, CPD, to help with 
employability or help to start a new career. 
  
Cook and Share | Food for Life Get Togethers (fflgettogethers.org) 
  

mailto:L.cooper-smith@discoverymat.co.uk
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookstart/practitioners/bookstart-toddler-and-pre-schooler/toddler-and-pre-schooler/
https://www.fflgettogethers.org/our-events/cook-and-share-month/


 

START OF THE SCHOOL DAY & ATTENDANCE 

 

Our school gate leading to the playground will remain open until 9:10am every morning.  

Please use this entrance only when bringing your child to school. 

Reception entrance via the staff car park must not be used before this time. 

You will be asked to walk around, unless there has been an arrangement 

made with Mrs Catherwood or Mrs Powney. 

In the unusual event of your child arriving extremely late for school, after 

9:10am (gates closed), the reception entrance should be used PLEASE SIGN 

YOUR CHILD IN, GIVE REASON FOR LATENESS AND ADD LUNCH CHOICE. 

Please be aware that crossing patrol is available for children arriving to 

school between 8:40 and 9.10am each morning. There will be no crossing 

patrol after 9.10am each morning.  

Important reminder: the school register is taken at 08.55am! 

BEING LATE AFFECTS YOUR CHILD’S  

ATTENDANCE 

Children arriving after this time will be registered late, which has an enormous impact 

on attendance figures.  

After 9.10am it is recorded as an unauthorized absence. By law we are required to reg-

ister in this way. We must also report to the Educational Welfare Officer if your child 

has had over a certain amount of unauthorized absences  

On average around 10% of our children are registered late everyday! 

If your child is unwell please phone the school before 08.55am every day that they are 

unwell. Failure to do so will also result in an Unauthorized absence. 

Let’s work on improving our attendance together! 

If you need support with this, please let us know. 

Please see our Attendance Policy 

Weston Mill Community Primary Academy - Policies  

https://www.westonmill.plymouth.sch.uk/web/policies/666016


Oak Villa Car Park  

Please ensure any parents using the Oak Villa Car Park take care when driving and 

parking, and hold your child’s hand, if appropriate, when walking through the car park. 

This is to ensure that all children remain safe whilst arriving and leaving school each 

day. We appreciate your continued support with this to support our school community.  

Weekly attendance for 6th – 10th November  

The UK Government expectation is 96%. We are striving for 

children to achieve this as there is a direct link between attend-

ance and achievement . 

This week, our whole school attendance is 94.5% 

This week’s winners are : BOLT Class and  

WHITLOCK Class               

DALEY 94.8% 

BOLT 95.8% 

EVERSON 93.9% 

  

WHITLOCK 96.7% 

AINSLIE 92.2% 

ADAMS 93.5% 

BROWN 92.9% 



 

 

The school calendar is updated regularly with important dates and 
events at school.  Please continue to check the calendar  regularly  for 

updates.   

 

Weston Mill Community Primary Academy - Calendar  

 

Information is also shared on our school Facebook Page.  

 

(12) Facebook  

https://www.westonmill.plymouth.sch.uk/web/calendar/930
https://www.facebook.com/people/Weston-Mill-Community-Primary-Academy/100064119271470/


 

WEBSITE  

 

Weston Mill Community Primary Academy - Home  

 

CALENDAR 

 

Weston Mill Community Primary Academy - Calendar  

TERM DATES 

 

Weston Mill Community Primary Academy - Term Dates  

 

IMPORTANT POLOCIES 

 

Weston Mill Community Primary Academy - Policies  

 

 

NEWSLETTER 

Weston Mill Community Primary Academy - Newsletters  

 

 

Please follow us on our  Facebook  

(1) Facebook  

https://www.westonmill.plymouth.sch.uk/web
https://www.westonmill.plymouth.sch.uk/web/calendar/930
https://www.westonmill.plymouth.sch.uk/web/term_dates/77664
https://www.westonmill.plymouth.sch.uk/web/policies/666016
https://www.westonmill.plymouth.sch.uk/web/newsletters/666038
https://www.facebook.com/people/Weston-Mill-Community-Primary-Academy/100064119271470/


We use ParentPay as our main method to communicate important messages, send weekly 

newsletters, book breakfast and after school club, payments for school dinners, clubs, edu-

cational visits (including residentials) and discos.  

A GREAT BIG CONGRATULATIONS! 100% OF PARENTS HAVE ACTIVATED THEIR PARENTPAY 

ACCOUNT  

Please continue to sign into your  ParentPay account when  personal details require up-

dating. 

We ask that you ensure a mobile number and email address has been added to your ac-

count, so all future information is received. PLEASE TURN ON YOUR EMAIL NOTIFICATIONS. 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOUR DETAILS ARE ALWAYS KEPT UP TO DATE! 

You may already have an account but we would like to highlight the  

importance of adding all your children. 

If a message is sent for a specific child, in a specific class and you have not  

added that child, you will not receive those messages. 

If you need support with adding children or activating an account for the first time, please 

ask Mrs Powney or Mrs Searle. 

Communication and Reminders 

A NUMBER OF  PARENTPAY ACCOUNTS ARE  IN DEBT FOR LUNCHES, AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 

AND BREAKFAST CLUB. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ACCOUNTS AND ENSURE ALL PAYMENTS ARE 

MADE AND KEPT IN CREDIT. WE WILL ENDEAVOUR TO SEND REGULAR REMINDER EMAILS 

TO THOSE WHO ARE STILL IN DEBT. TO HELP PREVENT DEBT MOUNTING. 

FOLLOW THE LINK BELOW FOR OUR SCHOOL MEALS DEBT POLIICY. 

Weston Mill Community Primary Academy - Important Policies  

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

Plymouth City Council are promoting applying for FSMs on the portal below. 

Please apply or reapply if your circumstances have changed. Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 re-

ceive Universal Free School Meals (UFSM) but it is important to remember that by being eligi-

ble for FSMs you will receive eVouchers during the holidays and the school will receive 

additional funding for your children. 

Citizen Portal - Sign in (plymouth.gov.uk)  

https://www.westonmill.plymouth.sch.uk/web/important_policies/939
https://admissions.plymouth.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en


 

 

Medication In School. 

 

At the start of the new academic year ALL medication must be brought to the office for Mrs Powney 

to process. Without fresh consent your child’s medication WILL NOT be administered. 

Ensure any new medical conditions are updated with Mrs Powney at the office. 

 If your child has asthma, please check your child’s details are up to date on their file held at school 

and an inhaler is in school. There are NO emergency inhalers….Your child WILL need their own. 

IT MUST BE BOXED, WITH A PRESCRIPTION LABEL AND INSTRUCTIONS, 

FRESH CONSENT WILL ALSO NEED TO BE COMPLETED AT RECEPTION OR IT 

WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

This will also apply to all other medications. It is YOUR responsibility to pro-

vide medication and consent for the school to administer if needed and you 

must make a note of any expiry dates. 

Weston Mill Community Primary Academy - Policies  

 

 

IMMUNISATION ADVICE TO PARENTS AND CARERS - THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR  

Starting or returning to school is an exciting time for children, but as they will be mixing with lots of 
other children, making sure they are up to date with their routine immunisations gives them the 
best protection from what can potentially be very harmful infections. But if you're not sure if your 
child has had all of their vaccinations, you can check their personal health record (their red book), 
or if you have questions, you can contact your child's doctor's surgery. If you have any concerns 
about vaccinations, you can read more about them on the NHS website. There are also vaccination 
tips for parents and carers to help your child's vaccination appointment go smoothly. The NHS also 
has helpful information online to help parents and carers know how long their child should be kept 
off school when they are ill. It's important that vaccines are given on time for the best protection, 
but if you or your child missed a vaccine, contact your GP to catch up. 

https://www.westonmill.plymouth.sch.uk/web/policies/666016








School Uniform. 

 

Over the last few weeks we have noticed children coming to school wearing the              

incorrect uniform.  As part of our home-school agreement, we ask that our children 

come to school dressed in their school uniform and with the correct PE kit.  Your child’s 

class teacher will have notified you of PE days, but we recommend having a PE kit in 

school each day.  Please see details of the our school uniform below.     

 

School uniform at Weston Mill is as follows: 

Navy jumper or sweatshirt 

White or light blue shirt or polo shirt 

Grey trousers or skirt 

Black school shoes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spare Underwear Appeal 

Please could we make an appeal for clean pants , socks, tights and vests for those little 

accidents for children of all ages. 

If your child has needed any spare clothes please ensure they are washed and returned. 

 

A GREAT BIG 

THANK YOU! 

PE kit: 

 

White t-shirt 

Plain Black/Navy shorts or jogging bottoms 

Trainers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LINK FOR OUR SCHOOL UNIFORM POLICY 

Weston Mill Community Primary Academy - Policies  

https://www.westonmill.plymouth.sch.uk/web/policies/666016


 



LUNCH MENU   

 




